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Big3 Cricket Challenge Cup
- Dr. Anand Jayaraman

Rochester, Michigan, July 19th, 2004 – Michigan Cricket Association Press Release

What is this?

Big3 and cricket? In the past it would have required some inspired thinking to make the connection between the automotive giants and cricket. Not so anymore. The Big3 Cricket Challenge Cup is fast evolving into a mid-summer's classic with a corresponding increase in the prestige and honor of organizing, sponsoring and playing in the tournament. Players employed in the Big3 (GM, Ford and DaimlerChrysler) with a passion for cricket form teams to play in the annual event organized under the auspices of MichCA (Michigan Cricket Association, affiliated to the US Cricket Association). 

One of MichCA's primary goals is to increase awareness and bring visibility to the game. With that in mind the Big3 were roped in to sponsor the tournament. The Big3 and other sponsors' active support and involvement have been very instrumental in creating exposure for cricket around Metro Detroit. Whole-hearted backing from local city officials (Rochester Hills, Troy and the like) to help facilitate cricket has only served to increase the game's popularity and this tournament in particular. With MichCA's ambitious plans for reaching out to diverse groups, corporate sponsorships and participation are expected to climb steeply in the coming years.

Now in its second year, the Big3 tournament actually had four participants. Suppliers to the Big3 constituted the fourth angle of this original triangle. A round-robin phase that pitted the teams against each other was played over two weekends. DCX and Ford faced-off in this edition of the finals played on the 18th. The bragging rights earned from this annual rite of passage alone spur players to elevate their performance and compete against those who sometimes are their teammates in the other cricket leagues thriving around Metro Detroit. The same two teams played in the finals last year and Ford walked away with the honors.

Each match is a 20-overs-a-side affair. The frenzied and frenetic batting that ensues in a miniature limited overs match serves only to amplify the dominance of batting over bowling much to the delight of the spectators and dismay of the bowlers whose analysis ends up only a shade better than a china shop graced by an inebriated bull.

Rain rain go away....
Bloomer Park in Rochester Hills, MI served as the venue for the finals. The event was attended by a veritable whos-who of metro Detroit cricketers and organizers. Executive sponsors from the Big3 along with Greg Chappell, the Australian legend, added luster to the proceedings. As the players gathered to strategize, the public went scurrying about to find the best seats and excitement levels reached a crescendo. It was about this time the skies darkened and a pall of gloom descended on the ground. Weather predictions tinged more with hope than science were proffered by all and sundry. And then the rain came down hard and heavy. Puddles mushroomed and hope waned. A meeting of MichCA minds resulted in a decision to play at noon the next day. It was a shame that the heavy turnout of about 500 went home unrewarded.

Finally, the finals...
DCX won the toss and decided to bat first. Shahid, their captain, explained that they wanted to post a good total and that he had plenty of confidence in his bowling to stop Ford from chasing successfully. Thick, tall verdant trees along the periphery of the ground imparted a serene background and served to cloister the hustle and bustle, the anxiety and anticipation and the noise and nervousness of the players and public alike. Signs with sponsor logos peppered along the arc of the boundary were delightfully complemented with the flags of cricket playing nations placed diametrically opposite. Brightly colored tents to shelter the spectators and players from the elements added to the pomp. The grass on the ground was uniform with a few clumps that reminded one of a bad hair day. Overall, a majestic setting for a prestigious tournament set the stage for what turned out to be a humdinger of a denouement.

Play ball

DCX openers Sriram and Suri started off cautiously against some accurate and hostile bowling by Vikas and Yousaf respectively. A steady if unspectacular start began to gather momentum with the score reading 26/0 in 6 overs. The next fours overs saw a flurry of activity, boundaries, quick singles and a skier that the fielder approached with the same eagerness as the last time he encountered a flying clutch of cacti. He wanted no part of it and the ball thudded to the ground accompanied by a baleful stare from the bowler and bromides from the fielders. All resulting in 56/0 in 10 overs. At this stage the launching pad was cemented and ready to hurl a shuttle into space if necessary. It was not to be though. The introduction of spin in the form of Ram Ballal saw two wickets fall in the over to set the DCX effort back a good bit. A further consolidation effort was launched by Sriram who was steadily accumulating runs with cover drives and pulls. He even reverse-swept Ram for a brace which surprised the bowler who is himself the uncrowned king of the reverse sweep in the local leagues. Yousaf re-introduced himself into the attack and removed the dangerous Sriram with a well-disguised slower one that was chipped to mid-wicket. By this time, the batters were regularly throwing the willow around and the slog had begun in earnest. After everything was said and a lot more done, DCX had managed to amass an imposing looking 123/7 off their allotted 20 overs. Sriram top scored with a well-crafted 39.

The chase

The Ford answer was started by Ramana and Girish. A brilliant diving effort by Sundar at point sent Ramana back. The pugnacious Ram who never shies away from a good scrap started a partnership with Girish that saw the Ford team steadily constructing a response. Quick singles, well-placed twos and generally very cerebral cricket marked this phase. And then momentary insanity set in. A dash for a single ended in dashed hopes for Girish. He was run out and Vamsi replaced him. Soon it was 60/2 in 10 overs. A very good reply and the only thing that remained was to finish it off with panache. Setback. Ram saw a single where others saw a fielder. Normally an excellent runner he was undone by a fantastic piece of fielding at covers. Ram has fashioned a just-deserved reputation as a finisher extraordinaire with his oeuvre in the metro Detroit leagues. With his wicket DCX saw visions of a win because he was one of two men in their path to victory. He was replaced by another legend Yousaf Muhammad who lived up to his billing by carefully shepherding the chase with lusty blows and well placed lofted shots.

The end

With 3 overs remaining Ford needed 27 runs more. Wickets were not a problem. They had 6 more. The Ford camp was getting nervous and uneasy. Looming dark clouds sent a few in search of a calculator and the Duckworth-Lewis tables to evaluate the revised target in case of rain. Spectators with no stake in either Ford or DCX were hurting themselves by jumping on and off bandwagons at an alarming rate. With every ball fortunes seemingly swinged one way or another with shouts of joy from one camp and dismay from the other. Who would hold their nerve in what was fast shaping to be a masterpiece? A couple of overs and wickets later the table was set with Ford needing 8 runs off 6 balls. Who would feast on the spoils of this victory? Advice was being hurled from players and well-wishers alike to both teams. Tension was visible and gripping the ground like a shell on a tortoise.

A single off the first ball by Yousaf placed Jagadish squarely in the cross-hairs. He responded with a brace but was bowled off the next ball. 3 balls to go 5 runs to get. Prasad slog-swept a single that gave Yousaf back the strike. 2 balls and 4 runs to get. A square drive and a quick scamper for two distilled everything down to the last ball. 2 for a win and 1 for a tie. The fielders were strategically moved in. Lots of hand-wringing in the stands and consultations on the field followed. The last ball was bowled. Yousaf lofted it over mid-on. The Ford camp shouted in jubilation and the non-striker and Ram (by this time, Ram was bye-running for Yousaf) were sprinting up and down like there was no tomorrow. But wait, what is that blur? A DCX player from long-off went galloping towards long-on with a desperation matched only by a drowning man clutching at a life line. He lost the race against physics by not more than an atom's diameter. The ball landed safely and pandemonium erupted. 

Back slapping, hand shaking and general cries of glee from the Ford camp was a stark contrast to the glum and forlorn look that had descended on the DCX camp. A valiant effort came short second year in a row for them. Prizes were distributed at an awards banquet later that evening.




What they are saying....


Here is a sample of what people thought about the tournament and cricket in general.


"The tournament is very well organized. Inviting more teams to participate will make it more interesting." Says Kshitij Kulkarni who represented the Suppliers team. These sentiments were echoed by Irfan Mahmood who was out there to enjoy the game as a spectator. The rationale for supporting the event, says Richard Chow-Wah, VP of Powertrain Manufacturing, DaimlerChrysler, is to bring communities and families together as evidenced by the huge turnout today. He further added that some of his company's products were on display for all to see. Mike Brown, representing DC, thinks the wicket and ground quality can be improved. He says he "absolutely love it" speaking of the friendly rivalry among the teams. Paul Mascarenas, Executive Director, Medium and Large FWD/AWD Platforms at Ford, thinks there needs to be more publicity and advertisement for the sport. He also said that Ford's active participation was in keeping with its diversity promotion initiatives. Chandran Navaratnam, the GM captain observed that there were more sponsors this year than last and suggested that we need to involve the local youth more. Tejas Karmarkar, representing Altair, a supplier, says that the Big3 sponsoring the tournament results in instant credibility and visibility. Nabeel Ahmed, Vice-Chairman of MichCA, says that they are considering introducing a 20-overs-a-side matches to be played during the weekdays. He also noted that the participation in the youth camp has grown tremendously over the years. Greg Chappell was in town conducting coaching sessions for all ages and very impressed with how much cricket has blossomed over the past 15 years in the US. He thinks the challenge going forward is to introduce cricket to the local schools to increase awareness and participation. A thought which was shared by P.K. Guha, former Vice-President of USACA. To a question whether regional flavors of the Big3 Cup were being planned, he said yes and there was some thought to export this brand of cricket to other regions as well. His vision was to help USA achieve test status by the year 2010. But perhaps the two most important stakeholders in this matter are the wives of the cricketers and their children. So we went about asking these two constituents about their thoughts. The players enjoy their spouse's whole-hearted support. It came out loud and clear. With the players being away on most weekends playing and nursing their minor injuries, "we don't mind taking the trash out during the summer but please no indoor cricket during the winter" say, Payal Bhatt and Mumtaz Ahmed. Vishwas Tiwari, a youngster says he enjoys the game, supports his dad playing and would love to attend the youth camps.





Big3 Cricket Challenge Cup– Synopsis





Goal


Involve GM, Ford, DCX and suppliers for promoting cricket


Make this a signature event for MichCA


Get Local, National and International visibility


Attract Communities and families to participate


Competition


Played between GM, Ford, DaimlerChrysler and suppliers


20 overs-a-side game


Round robin league, followed by a finals between the top 2 teams


Awards ceremony conducted same day








Some key aspects of cricket





1. Team sport for two teams of eleven players each. 


2. It is played in two very distinct forms. The first is limited duration, in which a specific number of hours of playing time are allocated and each team plays two innings. The second is limited overs, in which each team plays one innings of a pre-determined number of pitches. 


3. Teams bat in successive innings and attempt to score runs, while the opposing team fields and attempts to bring an end to the batting team's innings. After each team has batted an equal number of innings, the team with the most runs wins. 


4. When a bowler (think pitcher in baseball) pitches 6 times, an over is said to have concluded. Each pitch can result in a run, out or no change. 


5. An innings is deemed complete upon getting 10 players out.


6. No double/triple plays are possible.


7. The ball pitches on the turf at least once before reaching the batter.


8. Upon hitting the ball, the batter may judge whether he can safely complete a run before attempting to run.


9. No DH.


10. Upto 10 pitchers can be rotated in an innings. No concept of permanently yanking a pitcher in the middle of the game.
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